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I'llkvext runs.

Richmond should have a pood Fire
Department. The Board of Fire Com-
missloners is iipht In this ambition.
Yet it does not poem necessary to lssuo
bonds to the value of $100,000 for ap-
paratus that is not permanent. There
should be ample provision for adding1
r.cv fire-fighting machinery each year,
un<5 modern rr.ethnds demand the grad-
urI moto: izntion of tho entire depart-
mtnt. Ap a business proposition, how-
ever, this worthy improvement must bo
balanced against the other ne#eds of

the city ar.d tho actual protection Af¬
forded and needed.

On thin basis the Finance Committee
will be perfectly justified in refusing
to saddle this debt on tlie taxpayer
unless convincing evidence is offered
of & real and Quick return. The mat-

ter of m*etinfc tho debt in ton years

by yearly deductions from the "ex¬

pense fund" of the Fire Department
is merely a Juggling of books If this

$26,000 is needed for tho proper main¬
tenance of the present service, then

510,000 a year ennnot be spared. If

this J1 0,000 a venr is not needed for

the department, then it should be kept
in the treasury for vrruU city use tlie

Council may determine

It is certain that we can always use

more emergency equipment. It is also

proved beyond a doubt that two tilings
need attention right away. First, the

telegraph alarm system is old and slow

and liable to defects. A now and mod¬

ern system of alarms should be in¬

stalled Money for this ought to be

provided by the Council. Second, tho

water pressure in certain districts is

admittedly Inadequate for fighting hip
fires with many engines. Until this

i.= remedied what is the sense of pro-

viding a lot of new engines?
What modern American cities need

iv better tire prevention, and less fire

fighting Ret ter alarm machinery, by
getting the apparatus on the spot in

a hurry, works for this. Motor appa¬
ratus tends toward the same end.

I.avt. tli.- building code and the prop¬
er exercise of the authority vested in

the Building Inspector have as much
to do with reducing the (ire loss as

has the department. Richmond might
wisely investigate thts end of its fire

risks. L.-t us have enough tire fight-
insr machinery, but let us work ener¬

getically toward eliminating the need
for fighting fires by preventing them.

in i;i:h>hw> icwns.

There is pretty good ground for the

suspicion that Austria-Hungary, not

satisfied with carrying her point in

securing or forcing agreement of the

powers for the erection of Albania
into Jin autonomous state, is at the
bottom "1 the renewal of hostilities in
the Balkans -the condition <>f virtual
war among the allies themselves

In the same connection suspicion
Intrudes its'Wf th.it she, ^as well as

Servin. had a sc ret ante-bellum under¬
standing with Bulgaria, hers being in
tho nature of a foil or counter to tin-
latter agreement In order to a clear
comprehension >>f tho reason for sus¬

pecting A list i o-) lung a i i.ui and i'.ul-
garinn rapprochement, such as indi¬
cated. we must scan briefly tho funda¬
mental facts of the differences that
have arisen in the camp of the al¬

liance. and set its members at one

another's throats, with the. result that
Kuropc may now be nearer a general
conflagration than at any time since

tjie first shot was tired in the war of
the Balkan concert upon Turkey.
The Serbo ante-bellum secret treaty

was made with the expectation that
in the event of Albania being wrested
from Turkey, !t» would bo apportioned
cut to Montenegro, Servla find fJreece,
in consideration of which arrangement
Bulgaria was to have a greater part of
Macedonia. However, Austria-Hun¬
gary's intervention in behalf of Alba¬

nian "irulc-pendenco".save the mark;.-
left Bulgaria with the substance of ;. 11
she covenanted to he satisfied with,
and the other three allies with hardly
the shadow of what had been preas-

signed to them, in this situation
(Jreece and Servla demanded in right
and justice, as compensation, a larger
share of Macedonia, but Bulgaria stood
on the letter or the bond.
Suspicion of Set bo-A us t ro H ungarln n

s.ideplay takes the form <.? the ques¬
tion: "Did Bulgaria know when the
Turko-ally war was precipitated, when
the Balkan treaty alliance was made,
that Austria-Hungary designed to rob
Servia, (Jrecce and Montenegro, h\ hav¬

ing Albania declared a separate st. te,
uYitll such time as it was convenient to

convert it Into another Bosnia and
Herzegovina? There have been rnanj
incidents and developments and signin-
cant signs recently which point to an

affirmative answer -point, in short, to

predetermined Bulgarian treachery
To recur to the tlrft-mentioned sus¬

picion, however: ever since the break¬
ing out of the Turko-ally war and
throughout all the pta< e negotiations,
Austria-Hungary's policy has been ab¬
solutely selfish. It has been systemat¬
ically and assiduously directed to pre¬
venting the building up of a new and
confederated power to the south of her
What more natural, therefore, than
that she should address herself to

»}lmuiatfng tho f Ictlon that arose
over tho division of the spoils, In the

new conditions that evolved out of her
triumph In respect of Albania? If she
oan »cffregute Bulgaria, and not only
weaken that state, but the othor three
members of the erstwhile concert, by
insuring their involvement In a war

ninong themselves, bo much nearer she
calculates she will be to the day when
It will be "necessary" for her to lntor-
vena to "restore pence".1. o., destroy
ull prospect of u permanent confedera¬
tion and modus verclndi.
There has been talk of a combination

of the powers to coerce Bulgaria, in
order to "save Europe from n conflict
universal." It would seem that what is
more demanded to that end is a com¬
bination to coerce Austria-Hungary.
1 he power to effect such a combina¬
tion lies in Germany's hands, and for
the Kaiser to take advantage of the
fact by notifying her allies in the
Drelbund thnt Germany Intended to
oxerolso it would bo a glorious vindi¬
cation of his assortion. made on the
occasion of his recent Jubilee, that Ger¬
many is for peace.

rm: PMYGnorxns at ivoiik.
For some years The Tlmes-Dlspntch

has preached playgrounds until thoro
r.roso a strong suspicion th-it It was
a hobby. Now that the playgrounds
.'¦re at work, and making plans for
logger thlnys, we trust thut our faith j
has been Justified. We are glad that j
tin.. Administrative Hoard has taken a1
liberal and forward-looking att!tuc2o j
toward the children of Richmond. I!
in a good thing to have lights in the
grounds at night, so that the youths
who are at work during the day liavo
a chance to get some healthy recrea¬
tion that does not come from loafing
on the streets. Tho working class nrn
the ones for whom this long fight has
been mado. They need the play, and
every means possible should bo taken
to glvo It to them.

1 he beginning of outdoor celebra¬
tions has been made this year In some

simplo exercises for tho safe and sane
Fourth. To-day there will bo harm¬
less gaiety and some attempts at pic¬
turesque amusement. Next year it is
to he hoped the irtore ambitious dreams
of those In authority will come true
Let us have the pageant, the dancing
and games, participated In by all tho
Playgrounds and enjoyed by all the
peoplo That is what holidays are for,
and it Is time the community took a

innd in making the summer pleasantcr
for the folks who do the hard work
and n»'t no expensive trip to the moun-
tain or shore. This is also the main
argument for hand conccrts.
W e repent a plea for supervised

swimming holes as part of the play en-

terprises. Cannot the Administrative
Board find a few hundred dollars even
this summer to make safe a couple of
places on the river for the boys.say.
from :. i.. 7 every evening and nil aftor-
i »n on Saturdays? Some very simple
<."uipmont and a guard to direct and
~nidi? tlu> youngsters would bo enough.
'i he sail lessons ..f iho danger In un-
V'-at.-h. swimming have been im¬
pressed within tho past few days by
iiiou nings here and elsewhere The
iit> owes this .Joy to its sons.

A IMtOTHST FltO.M APPOMATTOX.
X R. Keatherstone has been one of

"1? . *'. C{,'rlers in Appomattox
County for years, lie has Just taken
the oath of office as superintendent of
schools in that county, pursuant t.. his
appointment by tho state Hoard ..f
Education. The Appomattox Tlmes-
% Irglnian asks, "Can he make good
as the head Of the educational institu¬
tions of the county? We (|(M,bt It. The
State Board of Education Is, of course,
responsible for his appointment, and.
we believe, deserves to be criticized
at the hands or our people for the
appointment of .M, Featherstone over
t1'" !J,v. K. C Hubbard." Professor
l.lndsay Crawley was eliminated from
tin- contest by Attorney-General Wil
Manis's decision that he could not serve
«t the same time as teacher and su¬
perintendent
The occupation of n. p. [>. carrier is

an entirely good one, but does ex-

i e' leio e in 1! tit one for the direction
..t the e<|., ;,tional progress of a coun-

ourse. It is possible, although
it Is not likely, that without experience

| I'1 a"<i knowledge of education a
school superintendent mav succeed. but
|such a ease would be ;i very rare cx-
e. prion Indeed The position requires
expert knowledge, if not. experience
If Mr. I'eather.-tone l .t, acquire,! It. he
will succeed; if he has not and does
not rapidly acquire It. he will tall. j.
nny event, we agree with the Times-
Virginian that Mr. Featherstone should
have the co,operation of the people,
and tho trustees particular^. In mak-

.i'iK his administration of the public
schools a sui ess If possible."
v .m:(;i,k(tkd mii iick ok stati-

HIH KM | ;.
one hundred and thirty-three dollars

was all that the Commonwealth of \ ir
glnla received last year for the tens
'. thousands if dollars- north of

' "orders in that period.
I.very cent of the money came from
the pockets .f i;onrrvid,..t sportsmen,
vv 10 are the onlj persons required by
law to pay a license for the privilege
of hunting, only eight out of the one
hundred counties returned revenue to
the state Treasury from thls source
Henrico paid in ?I9; Nansemond Hs-
Warwick. ||.,llf ,x> v,

'

vv lddle, .Madison, ,fr;..k|
: onlv

fourteen nonresidents paid the Com¬
monwealth foi lier »iv.. I 11 license to h int within

,JOr',fr;- 'Same constitutes a vital
part of our natural resources, and of
our food resources, and yet the State's
endeavors to concrv, . return' hut

!. " IO ,h" Mtbllc coffers < ia rile .f
*''s wld, ]> and Mithlev-,.

IV and wasteful,v destroyed, and there
Is '"ither compensation remedv

Jh' Jimes-idspatcf, eonslders that
.h- facia stated above, wlll,.h ;ir. tn|
from th. latest ,ePo,, of the Auditor
Of Pl.blle Arm.,,,«S Move nf.cesH,y
' systematic r, c.niatlon of
hunting In Virginia. Ti e nght of each
"ndowcer ,1UI1| rrt.,.ly on h)s

w' f'llly admit i>ut tre we
would diaw tlw l|tl0. A reasonable

U° ?h"n|'5 >"¦ imposed upon
very hunter who hunts upon land

A

other than his own or upon unclaimed
land.

AVlth tho fees so collected and from
no other source; a Bystcm of game war¬

dens fairly compensated should be es¬

tablished to ae to It that game Is not
klled out of season nor In' wasteful
and excessive amounts. We have game
laws already, but we have no adequate
State-wide machinery for their en¬

forcement. The pot hunter and the
pame butcher ought to be brought to
time; they ought to bo compelled not
only to kill within reason, but to pay
at least a nominal feo for the game
which they kill on land which they
do not own.

The Moncure-Hutherfoord game law
was defeated at the General Assembly
of 1V12, but it should lie resurrected
at tiie next session, vigorously pushed
and supported by the united press of
Virginia. If it became law It would
Impose a burden upon no man, but
would put thousands of dollars of clear
profit into the State treasury. The
system of game wardens and game
protection it proposes sustains it¬
self out of license fees; the people
would pay not one cent in taxes for
its maintenance. If It becomes law,
through the protection afforded against
the wholesale butchery of game hy
peraotis who are killing just to see how
much they can kill and not for food
supply, game depletion will be
stopped. and tlio result of
such conservation will he that
tho amount of game in Virginia will
be vastly Increased, so that there will
be more game for each hunter.
Alabama has adoptea this system

with the result that it is self-sustain-
ing, that It pays thousands of dollars
surplus Into the State treasury, ami
has increased the amount of game.
Florida has now adopted the Alabama
law, and Virginia should do so at her
first opportunity at the next session
of the General Assembly. Not to pro¬
tect gamo adequately Is waste and
extravagance, and on the other hand, to
protoct it is to enrich the State and
benefit the people. Game conservation
Insures tiie perpetuation of a plentiful
game supply, not alone for this genera-
tlon, but for those to come. Herein
Virginia must take thought of the fu-
turo.

MAX It KGL'1,.4 TKS WOMAN'S
FASHIONS.

Did you know, mv dear, that it is
the male of the species who dictates
what you shall wear? Three hundred
and forty-four tailors, representing
thirty-four of the States of the l.'nited
States, In convention in New York have,
after an all-night session, ordered that
woman's skirt for the winter of 10i:i-M
shall be from 3S to 50 inches in circum¬
ference around tho liein, with a slight
slash, and that It shall clear the
ground by from one to two inches. The
result is a compromise, which was not
attained until many amendments had
been offered to the report of the com¬
mittee on hobbles, many speeches had
be ii made and many roll calls hud
been recorded. Many of the votes were
strictly on geographical lines. Feet
and strides seem to vary according to
sections.
"What is of a great deal more Im¬

portant." avers the Christian Science
Monitor, "is the fact that the men in¬
sist upon regulating all these things
for the women. Women. »n fact, have as
little to say about the circumference of
their skirts as about the height of
street ear steps. M^n in different States
of the I'nlon. take certain observations,
come to certain conclusions, adopt cer¬
tain laws, and women have pot to
wear what these men agree among
thi-inselves she shall wear. This is
not true of skirts only; it is true of
suits, of hats, of practically everything
in the line of fashions. And 344 men
having made the laws regulating style,
many millions of other men stand off
and criticize and ridicule woman for
wearing the things she has got to
w. ar it she is going to bo in fashion
at all!"

Here is something else for Congress
to investigate. This state of tilings is
positively awful. Why not let the wo¬
men say what they should wear, so that
if criticized for what they wear the
'blame will rest where blame is due? If
men are responsible for women's wear¬
ing the horrible hobble, let them be
brought to time, cinched and knocked
into a cocked hat. Her clothes should
l>e woman's peculiar province, over
which she should have exclusive Juris¬
diction.

Sisters., just listen to George Hailey
in the Houston Post: "Asks a Virginia
antisuffragist, '<*ould a man running
for otllce depend always upon his
wife's support if she were a voter?'
W«- don't know A woman cannot now
always depend upon her husband's sup¬
port whert he is not running."

Woodrow Wilson's prospective son-
in-law would iii a man just as much
to be envied were his prospective
¦father-in-law not President of tho
I'nited States.

Here's a man to envy. lie Is de¬
scribed by the Farm villi- correspondent
of the Appomattox Times-Virginian,
who says "Tho happiest mortal 1 have
met with of late was in the person of
a I'uckltigham farmer, who was feast*
in»; on dewberries three times a day
l.et the noils feast while lie feasts,
too lli said nothing of the sugar
and cream, but, no doubt, has them in

| abundance. And his milk conies from
tin- sprlnghouse, so he is independent
of tho ice king." And we'll warrant
there Is beautiful green mint In luxu¬
riance fringing th«- spring.

I It's Almost too hot for baseball.

Fifty years ago they word spared
the oratory, at least

Pr.esy is to have its representative
in the next General Assembly in tho
I , rson of Delegate S IJ Love, the poet
laureate of l.uncnhurg, who led the
victorious charge at the Gettysburg of

i woman's suffrage in the last lloutse.

On the Spur of the
Moment

' By Roy K. Moulton
Coutrntmeat.

I love to sit upon my cottage porch
And watch the rich hide by in flno

machines;
I love to see the handsome touring

ca rs,
The cuto coupes and pondorous

limousines.

I love the odor they all leave for me
To breathe long after they have hur¬

ried by; .

I love to sit until I suffocate
In clouds of dirt and dust they iiave

made fly.
I love to sit and listen to the honks
And shrieks and squawks and squeals

they hurl at mo;
They make night hideous and I .

.Forget my other troubles all, you
seo.

So. let them honk and snort and hit
the breeze

And burst their tires and suffer other
ills;

.Lot them enjoy what peace of mind
they may,

'

1 am content, I do not get the bills.

I'KHSONAli.
Answers to ( 'nrrcspondcnts.

Mamie.No, Mamie, a humidor Is not
a man who writes funny things for
the magazines.

F. IS. B..Your kind letter received.
In reply to same we would say to
you that you should not cct discour¬
aged. We think of you very often
and will remit in a short time. Wo
have a rich uncle who can't hold out
much longer this kind of weather with
the ailment ho has got.
Angellne.You ask us how to trim

your hat. That's a cinch. If it is
anything like most of them we've
seen, you can trim it very effectively
with a pair of shears or a sharp pock-
etknlfe.

H. G..You ask us what is the finest
sort of garden we have seen, and
we answer without any hesitancy that
Mary is.

I'atrlcia.To remove a wart on the
thumb, lay the thumb carefully on a
block of wood, and, taking a sharp
hatchet, strike the thumb a brisk
blow above the place where the wart
Is. The wart will never return.

Housewife -If company calls sud¬
denly and there Is not enough in the
house to eat, take about fifteen yards
of clothes line, the white variety pre¬
ferred. cut It Into convenient lengths
and stew It with tomatoes and cheese,
and even if the guests do know it
isn't real spaghetti they will be too
polite to mention the fact.

Fourth of .lul.r Hint*.
Always hold dynamite crackers in

the hand when exploding them. This
will put you beyond any danger of
being a celebrator next year.

If the cannon doesn't go off on time
you can make it do business immedi¬
ately by looking into the muzzle. This
never falls.
Always carry a lighted piece of punk

In the pistol pocket of your trousers
This will save a lot of time, even
though it doesn't save the trousers
when a country's freedom is at stake.
Your revolutionary ancestors would
never have stopped for that.
Always point th" skyrocket at the

house across the way. It may not kill
anybody, but it will scare them to
death, so you will accomplish the same
ultimate result.
Throw your firecrackers in the dry

grass right next to the house. The
house will make a grand illumination
if the night is dark and add much to
tho glory of the occasion.
Always remember that a skittish

horse is dead iti love with patriotism
in the form of firecrackers, and never
let one go by In the street without
giving him a salute.

If the dynamite cracker doesn't ro
right hold it up to the mouth and
blow on it. You will never have any¬
thing more to say upon any subject.

According to I' note A liner.
Any feller who is willing to net ns

judge of a handsomest baby contest
has got sand enough to accomplish
anything, that he sets out to do in this
line.

<>ur congenial pustmaster says the
stamp business has picked up a lot
since Miss Rnphemia l'erklns has been
sending contributions of poetry to the
magazines, and if there wore two or
three more authors here our office
would soon be in tho first class instead
of the fourth.
Deacon Stubbs has got nn old 10<"»7

model mule and not a self-starter.
When he wants tho mule to go he has
to get out and crank her up by twist-
in" her tail.
A feller will eat stuff in a saloon

that he wouldn't touch if his wife tried
to make him eat it at home.
A lot of women are interested in

psychology and the over-soul who
have never hail time to learn how to
darn a sock.

1 kin stand for a fool, hut I ain't
got no use for a durn fool. A durn
fool is one who goes to it a second
time.

Abe Martin

Ciibson Pool, whose graduation es¬
say, "Th" Age (>' Opportunity," caused
no end o' comment, has decided, afterexplorin' sovi rnl fields c' endeavor ftake th' agency for th' Kittle DuchessRug Heater. Ilows th' meter reader

| goin' t' git In th' houso after motherI gits t votin'?

T HE PATRIQ T.
By John T. McCutcheon.

ICopyriybtt 1818: .By John T. MoCutcbtoo.]

VIEWS OF THE
VIRGINIA EDITORS

Captain Cur(In.

'urtiT °f Captain -'ohn A.

l-i l-Int J; , °r"r>t0r .<».mond,
L.Ulatit sailor of the Confederacv fur

;^V.!l l,4tn,B n 1n,Pml)Mr "f th- 'louse
<J' I "It-sates, whoso heart boat

u«

r I
. «»"au JKM! i neat tru«

his State, Virginians
can \\ pause to drop a tear Ho
.'"Rht. \yill and nobly for liis State (n

nn.l he serve,I |i»r

peace.'' St °f h'S ab,l,tv in ti.n. m ,,t

< .iptaiu Curtis was a man <.r eom-

i,v"^u^ a,"» «.«» *1^1 u.at
" looked fo lik- Hubert i: i,.-...

[ Iniior. I,t of life, earnest In 1.. half ..f

inear'?fmr0f h'S ,""p,c' "»««l »"h
i. .»r our-scor" years with patriotic
endeavor..Harrisonburg News-kecord

Iteform In Taxation.

wbJ'0 .l|U'ann!fe. Tl""?s wa,,t» hnow
«h> the Richmond Times-Dispatch
shouhl KO crazy over tax reforms.
>\ iso \ irginian.

If It Is called "crazy" advocating
a reform from iniquitous and opprcs-

n,V 'nnJUplicity of taxation with which
this State |. cursed, then not unlv the
\ irginian. but all otner newspapers

' nave not heretofore advocate,'
jteform, had better c,.t im,, tj,at Ht.
or mmd and demand there shall b<-
simplified form of taxation, and no
partiality shown to any one. There
s no doubt that by careful analvsls

it can bc found that the poorer ciass
»f People of this Stat. r. ar the h-alu*
i? (I rui(W ' ,h('!r we althy neighbors'
as a rule, escape their Just assessments

It must be remembered that th. ,.,-ln-
I'- " eternal justice transmltteil in

the Jurisprudence of every nation, with¬
out exception, from the remotest ti-ne
\nd in every place was recognized |,^
he fundamental law that the,.. ah;iM

\;'X ,
oa,',h. sen and skv." j,,

tho edera law. it was not the (nnd
but one-tenth of the products; it was
not tl.e private streams and brooks

HJ fine-tenth of the fish caught; it was
not the air over head, but one-tenth
of the came (birds* killed. i. M.,saJ..

\« rrl 1 '' ro,n ,hf- Btryptian-
Ass.Mians anrl Persians.It was a tithe

< "ndition In the world have changed
. n« e the time of th* feudal and Mosaic
laws, but the principle of eternal jus¬
tice to the people should remain the
same forever. To-day the poor man
has no place in this ftato u, stav |,ts
w.ary feet, no spot to rest himself i,ut
what Is assessed until, in manv in-

,bta ices It becomes r.urdei, to him
| In tills State the eternal Justice to
the people is< being smothered In a
multiplication of taxation, the only re¬
lief from which can be fouml when
a simplified form shall hold swav. The
people are awakening t.. the Injustice
bat Is |>elng practice* upon them by
the throttling of Industries and the
crushing out of the spirit of progress
and expansion In business by over-taxa¬
tion, and they are ripe for u revolt
from the present existing conditions.
»ho June is not far distant when a
modified form of taxation will be
adopted In this State, and then its
wonderful resources will be fully
developed, and prosperity will smile
upon the green fields of old Vir¬
ginia..Fredericksburg Journal.

Critics of State 1'rens Crltlelnmn.
There evidently be some people in

\ irginia that are writhing under the
hallucination that certain newspapers
are engaged in the dastardlv work of
presenting the State, its counties, its
cities as tit subjects for tho nation's
scornful derision. Stop it!.that's the
command. The policy is hurting the
State.that's the wall.Virginia's ene¬
mies outside her borders will seize
upon these slanderous utterances and
employ them to her discredit. Stop it.
stop finding fault with things in Vir¬
ginia.praise existing conditions
boost t hem.sit down with them in
profound pride and contentment and
fondle and cuddle them as you would
a priceless legacy. He thankful that
you re living under the present dis¬
pensation.he who dallies in so do¬
ing is a dastard; he who doubts is
damned. We are getting on very com¬
fortably here .n Virginia.say these
ardent disciples of the lalssez falre
doctrine.our schools are thriving our
eleemosynary institutions are In fine
shape.our public utilities are perform¬
ing their services satisfactorily, our

m . ,
conditions are superb.our

olllceholding crowds are saintly fel-

V.U' H.h,'P of *tatc '* headed in the

h,w.u
Yo,» «'I»o complain, or

buck, or kick.out upon the entire

i""rl! '!f you with your treacherv-
drenched propaganda.out upon you lis
nt subjects for our derision and con-
einp ollt 11pon you w
w'bluings, and leave us alone.or else
peopln outside the state will be saying
things to tarnish the glorious name

wen 11 b ti° . . ,h*. an<l("nt Common-
,' , i

T,,at s the doctrine.that's
what inspires.the single issue whether

the press shall >>.. muzzled ami it" free-
. 11>111 ol i-x J»: ... ;?!. >:i n -trained t > pre-
Ivent the awful vainstroph< of having'la Virginia pap'T quoted as .riticizing! any phas«* of public admin d;atlon :i:
Virginia. Who wouldn't rather he a
ilon an«i bay the mo< n th in !.> do
aught with that sort of philosophy
mi ve to Ui'H It ''J! tip t ¦! i; door as
embracing a vicious. . >w.« 'ily, lies-
piritMc, hiimiliat inr com '¦ t !<.».

Moreover. it is an ah'»g"ther un¬
tenable and monst:< .:.. ; m:1. < cp.
tioti. Th* Me criti> s of pi .m c«-!\press
criticism in Virginia f-¦ 1 t<> s< <. or pre¬
tend not to understand thai when a
Virginia newspap'M challenges the -.vis-
loin of a i.ioviMnnr a lion oi of a
I.«-cIslature's a tior.. or tt.<- :»< tion of a
city's Administrative Co: »< I. oi Cit
<.ouii.ll or health ior11it i.« n..t
fiti'':zlt.i; Stat-. cour.ty or cit;. as s.nh,

but lather tin* ail in ii i > t ration of tho.-e
entities If. for example, a newspaper
is honestly eonvir.' .'i that the ''!.¦
government is not 1>< ir >ur properly ad¬
ministered. ami think d-. larat!¦ ji
that eft'< ct i.s in oiilcr. 11 should it
keep silent"' If so. it i, fal.-«» to its
mission anil false to the State. If a
newspapei honestly believes tl. h-alth
condit ior.s In its community demand
treatment at its- hands, ami fails to
j.-1ve ii, then it l ils In iiut> to its «_¦.>!»-
lUituencj Or if In an\ way a news-
paper <loe.«> not at-. -w- r "pr^s. -.t to the
call of high oliliua tiin in tic way
exposing anil I ci.u 1< ne ptil.l.- wi our
as it so h it. ami seckli t> to Ihmik about
needful reforms, if r-prccnts a smiro?
of discredit ami dlshotiot to it. kind
To say it..it a public J<>uin:.l oupht not
to respond !¦> such prompt iiigs, because
in so doing It may injure Viiginia out¬
side iier borders. is rot and poppycock
..an insult to public inteiligenci a dis¬
tressing sipn of the times Cod give;
us n fearless press! Coil give the people
of this good State an eye to see, and a
heart to feel, and a mind to understand,
that once deprived of a courageous,
outspoken, independent press, they will,
indeed, have fallen upon evil times, and
become Inheritors of conditions upon
which the worst forms of political ras-
cality and tyranny grow mighty and
all-controlling I.ynchburg N« ws.

Voice of the People
I'lty the llot 'Iriillic Cop,

To the Editor of The Times-T>ispatch:
Sir,. 1 have noticed the policemen,

especially the traffic squad, sweltering
in the hot sun of the past few days,
and on examination of their clothing 1
have been told that they are wearing
clothing prescribed by the police coin-
missioncr. The coat is a woolen coat
with lining, and it is a verj warm
coat. Now, during this hot spell why
cannot the police commissioners do
something for the policemen to relievo
their situation?
We are cautioning users of horses

about the care of them, raising moneyfor the ice fund, but our policemen are
left to broil in the sun lt is well
known by employers of labor that the
elliciency of their employes is great¬
ly increased by theii personal comfort,and I would like to suggest through
you to the police commissioners that

I during the hot spell the policemen,
particularly the tralllc squad, be al¬
lowed to wear dusters and straw hats,
Surely they would exercise as much
authority in such a garb as they now
do in their sweltering suits'and caps.

M AX I.'FACT I.' ItK It.

fn DefriiHe of Automobile Owners.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.-"Deadly automobiles" is againthe subject 'if discussion in your paper.The letter signed "Citizen" is not worth
the paper on which it is written, for
the reason that the Author hides him¬
self behind a most commonly used
nom de plume. An article to tie of anyvalue or inlluenco should have under
It tho writer's signature.

"Citizen" terms automobiles "noise-
less Juggernauts," but the fact stands
on record in the Police Court that
owners of automobiles are appearingthere in scores and paying fines on ac¬
count of their cars making unneces-
sary noise. "Citizen" never owned an
automobile; "Citizen" never drove one,
and, therefore, "Cltijsen" thinks that{motorists are tho scum of the earth:
that they love to hear the bones of
their victims crush under the wheels
of their cars; to hear the dull thud
of the car as it strikes the human body,anil then two days afterwards watch
with gloating eyes the slowly moving

Kirocession wend its way to the vic-
im's llnal resting place, and as theywatch tako a knife from their pocketsand cut a notch on the dashboard of
their cars to record the passing of an-
other victim of their deadly automo¬
biles.
Does "Citizen" believe that Rince tho

automobile came into use that accident
Insurance premiums have Increased?
Does "Citizen" know that people are
ever injured In any way other than byautomobiles? In fact, does "Citizen"
know what ho is talking about?

If the people who are always so
severely denouncing nutomoblles and
the drivers would, pay more attention
to the way in which they conduct
themselves when crossing a^ street

there would he loss rinrgar of accl»dOttt
There arc now In Richmond 1,150automobiles, mvneri by lawyers, doc¬tors merchant*, business men, mid-

some owned aha driven by ladles. Allof us r.r<- murderers In spirit, or, Infact «»'» "Citizen" believes. If auto¬mobiles are so deadly and dangerous\vh\ not pasm a law prohibiting their
iim' ' ii the streets of Richmond, andif thc\ at'* not so de:idl) and danger-nus why not t'»j. the discussion andt h< i li11 nk aniuKonlem, which muutalways f<d!ow such di.s is.slon?

Yours v< rv trulv,
R. B ALLPORT.

The Reunion.
They sleep In the tented city,As of ! ft v \ ca: s ago,\\'».»:.¦ 1:' -met 1 »;st in battle.Where I'Miiher foe slew foe.
The cannon have ceased their thunder,The vol e .-f the puiih Is still,Tl.<* smoke has rc»ll«-<l from the valley,The got.- has H"U>. from the hill.
The nine has come from his forest,'l he 'iray from fair Dixie land;An>t thev meet on the sod where theybattled
To clasp a friendly hand.

They come with a garland of flowersTo offer the heroes that fell;Who shrank not when bullets fellthickest,
But served for his country well.

They meet with the pence banner float¬ing
< »'et- the land of the noble and free;A I'nloti from ocean to ocean.And from lakes to the calm summer

«ea.
IV WELDON EWINO.Mt Solon. Va.

Keeper. Come ntid Get If Ira!
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:A dashed little comma bacillus*

Undertook to endanger and kill us;But the general fright.
Broke up in a fitrht.

And caused hypochlorite to fill us!!
.Accent or. the penult, please, and af-jft "c."

J.
An Error In Dbtnnrm.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir. In my communication on thesubject of the proposed union passen-per station, printed in this morning'sissue i.f The Times-Dispatch, by. atypographical error of your typesetterth" distance from the IlermitaRO siteto the Jefferson Hotel waF stated tohe 1.04 miles, while the correct dis¬
tance is 1 Sli miles 1.04 miles Is thedistance from the Main Street site tothe Jefferson Hotel. As the distancefrom these two sites to the JeffersonHotel is a very important point, Itrust you will publish this to correctthe error.
A CITIZEN WITH NO AX TO GRIND.

Peace.
She comes to me upon the path of

night.
Peace, with her holy eyefe serene and

cnlrn.
Above the countless stars bend from

their height
To kiss the ground her footsteps pass

upon.
The wandering night wind, sobbing low

and faint.
Hushes at her approach its sad com¬

plaint.
I feel her healing touch upon my brow
Stilling the restless beating pulse of

care,
As in tho shadows close beside me

now
She stoops and softly bends above my

chair.
While to my thirsty lips she raises up
Tho crystal draught she bears within

her cup.

The calling voices of the night are
still.

The weary wind somewhere has sunk
to rest,

The stars reach out their golden cups
to spill ¦

Bright, sparkling Jewels down upon the
earth.

While in the hush from some dim fa.r
away.

The angels seem to strike their harpsand play.
O Peace! I pray thee, turn not to de¬

part,
And leave me thus upon the path of

life;
Abide thou evermore within my heart
To still the tempest and the fitful

strife,
So I may walk each path, and meat

each storm.
With faith in God and heart- serene

ahd calm.
AMANDA B. CORDES.

Richmond.

_National Stateand G|yBanS;
mvitesyuu to open an account,either
subject to check or at 5% interest
in its Savings Department. ... -

CAPITAL <uid SURPLUS $L60ftQOQOO


